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Abstract

An Examination of Freud’s Theory of Psychic
Trauma: Until the “Entwurf einer Psychologie”

Tomoaki Imamura

This study examines the early works of Freud based on the two key concepts of exogenous
excitation and endogenous excitation and discusses two types of psychic trauma. This review shows
that early Freudian concept of psychic trauma can be classified into two types: one is caused mainly by
the self-production of endogenous sexual excitation, and the other primarily by the release of sexual
feelings, triggered by memories of sexual violation experiences. Freud’s theory of seduction was
founded on the latter, and later psychoanalysis would emphasize the former. This study finds that the

cases in “Studien tiber Hysterie” can be classified according to these two types.

Key words: Sigmund Freud, trauma, Studien {iber Hysterie, Entwurf einer Psychologie,

exogenous excitation, endogenous excitation





